The German government's pension package

After the reform is before the reform

Dr. Michael Heise on Global Economics
March 2024

After months of work, the German government has presented
its "pension package II". There were no major surprises. It es-
sentially consists of two elements that were already agreed in
the 2021 coalition agreement. It is therefore also clear that,
despite the innovations, contribution rates are expected to
rise due to the relative increase in the pension level after
2025.

The first element of the pension package is the so-called "stop
line" for pensions. It involves a minimum pension level of 48%,
which is to be guaranteed not only until 2025, but also beyond. The
sustainability factor, which should also adjust the pension level to
the shifting ratio of working people to pensioners - and thus bring
about a balance between young and old - is undermined.

The generation capital should be welcomed

The second element of the reform, the “generation capital”, is new
and, as the authors rightly say, represents a paradigm shift. A cap-
ital stock is to be gradually built up with the help of public loans or
asset transfers, which is intended to mitigate the expected in-
crease in contribution rates to the statutory pension insurance
scheme from 2035.

The concept is based on the assumption, which is certainly cor-
rect, that the return on a broadly diversified international equity in-
vestment will be significantly higher than the federal government's
interest on debt in the long term. Although this is a collective cap-
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ital stock, i.e. not individual claims of the insured persons, the
community of insured persons nevertheless participates in the re-
turns of the capital market.

allows the community of insured persons to participate in the re-
turns of the global capital markets and adds a third pillar to the
financing of public pensions. In addition to contribution income
and a sharp long-term increase in federal subsidies for pension
insurance, the (net) income from the generational capital is now
also being added.

Even with the planned dynamization of federal funds in ten years'
time, the size of this capital stock will certainly not be large
enough to have a strong effect on contribution rates. But it is a
very important first step in a pension system that relies far less on
capital market participation than is the case in most other devel-
oped economies. The USA, Switzerland and Sweden are particu-
larly clear examples of the opposite.

Marketing document for discussion and information purposes only. For further information see disclaimer

Time of publication: 07/03/2024 11:00




The German government's pension package

Prof. Dr. Michael Heise on Global Economics — March 2024

Page 2

Despite the generation capital, the resolutions will result in rising
contribution rates and federal subsidies after 2025

Even due to the envisaged timelines, the considerable additional
expenditure that will be generated by the pension level holding
line at the end of this decade cannot be compensated for by the
generation capital. Employees must be prepared for significantly
higher contribution rates up to 2035. The federal budget will have
to make significantly higher payments to the pension insurance
scheme, despite all the funding deficit in other areas. The strong
expansion of the welfare state will continue.
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It is fairly certain that further reforms to statutory pension insur-
ance will have to be tackled in the coming years in order to put
the financing of pension insurance on a solid footing. A debate on
early retirement without deductions and linking pension in-
creases to rising life expectancy is likely to play an important role
here. These hot potatoes have not been addressed in the current
pension package. There is probably also no possible consensus
on this in the coalition government.
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Notes on investment strategy - Investment recommendation pursuant to § 85 of the German Securities Trading Act (WpHG) in con-
junction with the German Securities Trading Act (WpHG). Regulation (EU) No. 596/2014

General

The investment strategy and/or investment recommendations (hereinafter referred to as "analyses")
are prepared by LeanVal Research GmbH for information purposes only.

Neither LeanVal Research GmbH nor its employees assume any liability for damages arising from the
use of the analyses or their contents or in any other way in connection with them. The analyses do not
constitute an offer or invitation to subscribe to or purchase any security, nor do they or the information
contained therein form the basis for any contractual or other obligation of any kind. An investment de-
cision should be made on the basis of a duly approved prospectus or information memorandum and in
no case on the basis of the analyses. Investors should seek the advice of an investment adviser in
making their investment decision. In this respect, the analyses cannot assume an advisory function.
The opinions, estimates and forecasts contained in the analyses are solely those of the respective au-
thors. They are date-related, not necessarily the opinion of LeanVal Research GmbH and may change at
any time without prior notice.

The information and evaluations (“Information”) reproduced here are primarily intended for clients of
LeanVal Research GmbH in Germany. Should the original recipient forward the analysis, he/she is
obliged to do so in compliance with existing regulations and laws and no obligation of LeanVal Research
GmbH towards a third party arises from this. In particular, the information is not intended for clients or
other persons domiciled or resident in the United Kingdom, the United States or Canada and may not be
passed on to such persons or imported into or distributed in these countries. Distribution of the Analyt-
ics in other jurisdictions may be restricted by law and persons into whose possession the Analytics
come should inform themselves about and comply with any restrictions. Any failure to comply with
these restrictions may constitute a violation of applicable securities laws. Reprinting, redistribution, and
publication of the analyses and their contents in whole or in part are permitted only with the prior written
consent of LeanVal Research GmbH.

Information sources

All analyses are prepared on the basis of data from a data provider as well as from generally accessible
sources ("information”) that LeanVal Research GmbH considers to be reliable. However, LeanVal Re-
search GmbH has not verified the accuracy or completeness of the Information and assumes no liability
for the accuracy or completeness of the Information. Possible incomplete or incorrect information does
not justify any liability of LeanVal Research GmbH for damages of any kind, and LeanVal Research
GmbH is not liable for indirect and/or direct damages and/or consequential damages. In particular,
LeanVal Research GmbH assumes no liability for statements, plans or other details contained in these
analyses with regard to the investigated companies. Although the analyses are compiled with all due
care, errors or incompleteness cannot be excluded. LeanVal Research GmbH, its shareholders, corpo-
rate bodies and employees assume no liability for the accuracy or completeness of the statements,
assessments, recommendations derived from the information contained in the analyses. Data source
for all historical prices is Morningstar and LeanVal Research.

Summary of the valuation fundamentals

The valuations underlying the investment recommendations for stocks analyzed by LeanVal Research
GmbH are based on generally accepted and widely used methods of fundamental analysis, such as the
DCF model, peer group comparisons, NAV valuations and - where possible - a sum-of-the-parts model.
The calculated scores (Value, Quality, Stabilty, Growth) are the result of a proprietary model of LeanVal
Research GmbH. They result from the comparison of fundamental key figures of the quantitatively an-
alyzed company in relation to comparable companies within a sector (or region). Information on the
general approach can be found at www.leanval.investments. The absolute target price and the associ-
ated absolute assessment (undervalued, neutrally overvalued) are determined using a forward-looking
DCF or ROIC (return on invested capital) method. Estimates of future earnings serve as the basis for
this. The earnings estimates are either based on a consensus or are made by LeanVal Research GmbH
itself.

Updates

The recipients are not entitled to the publication of updated analyses. LeanVal Research GmbH reserves
the right to update analyses without prior notice. A regular update of this document is not intended.

Compliance

LeanVal Research GmbH has taken internal organizational and regulatory precautions to avoid conflicts
of interest in the preparation and dissemination of financial analyses. In particular, there are internal
information barriers that prevent analysts from accessing insider information. Compliance is monitored
by the Compliance Officer.
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The relative assessment is based on the various scores of the individual companies in the areas of
Value, Quality, Stability, Growth and Momentum which are compared with the average scores of the
overall market and/or also with the respective sectors. The companies are ranked on a scale from 0 to
100. From this, the three ratings "unattractive" (0 to 30 on the scale), "neutral” (31 to 70 on the scale)
and "attractive" (71 to 100 on the scale) are derived. The relative assessment can change at short notice
due to the high complexity of the scores and the multiple interdependencies between the companies
analyzed.

LeanVal Research GmbH's rating system for absolute valuation comprises the ratings "undervalued’,
“fairly valued" and "overvalued". The rating of a share is based on the expected return for the next six to
twelve months. The expected return is composed of the prognostic change in the share price and the
expected dividend yield. Changes in the discount factor or projected cash flows can lead to significant
changes in the target price.

Rating system of the absolute valuation

Buy Potential > +15%
Hold Low upside and downside potential
Sell Potential <- 15%

Conflicts of interest

In the financial analyses, circumstances or relationships that could give rise to conflicts of interest be-
cause they could jeopardize the impartiality - of the employees of LeanVal Research GmbH who pre-
pared the analysis, - of LeanVal Research GmbH as the company responsible for the preparation or of
companies affiliated with it, or - of other persons or companies working for LeanVal Research GmbH
and contributing to the preparation, must be disclosed. Information on interests or conflicts of interest
that must be disclosed exists in particular if

1. significant shareholdings (= shareholding > 5 % of the share capital) exist between the above-
mentioned persons or companies and the issuers who are themselves or whose financial in-
struments are the subject of the financial analysis,

2. the above-mentioned persons or companies manage financial instruments which themselves
or their issuers are the subject of the financial analysis on a market by placing buy or sell orders
(market making/designated sponsoring),

3. the above-mentioned persons or companies have been involved in the management of a con-
sortium for an issue by way of a public offering of such financial instruments which are them-
selves or whose issuers are the subject of the financial analysis within the previous twelve
months,

4. the above-mentioned persons or companies have been bound by an agreement on services in
connection with investment banking transactions with issuers who are themselves or whose
financial instruments are the subject of the financial analysis within the previous twelve months
or have received a service or a promise of service from such an agreement within this period,
insofar as no confidential business information is affected by the disclosure of this information,

5% the above-mentioned persons or companies have entered into an agreement with issuers, who
themselves or whose financial instruments are the subject of the financial analysis, for the prep-
aration of the financial analysis,

6. the above-mentioned persons hold management or supervisory board mandates with issuers
whose financial instruments are the subject of the financial analysis, or
7. the above-mentioned persons or companies have any other significant financial interests in re-

lation to the issuers whose financial instruments are the subject of the financial analysis.

LeanVal Research GmbH
BleichstraBe 52

60313 Frankfurt am Main

Phone: +49 69 9494 88 050,

Email: research@leanval.investments
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